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At what stage in your High School Education did you leave and what led to that decision? 
I left after year 12 because I felt it would be more beneficial going into a specialised course full time, as 
opposed to staying at high school and doing a broad range of different subjects but not in depth.  
 
What are the names of the Organisations you have worked for and the positions that you have held and 
how long did you stay at each organisation for? 

• NZ Couriers - Call Centre - 2 years 
• NZ Couriers - Sales Support- 1 year 
• Auto Auctioneers - Administration - 2 years 
• Plateau Group (Liquorland franchise) - General Manager - 3 years 
• Higher Level - Personal Trainer - 6 months 
• Tideway (London) - Administration - 1 year  
• Jacobs Engineering (London) - Executive Assistant - 3 years 
• Jacobs Engineering (London) - People Lead - 1 year  
• Jacobs Engineering (London) - Communications & Marketing Officer - 1 year 
• Tall Poppy Real Estate (NZ) - Sales Support - 1 month 

Did you spend anytime overseas? If so, did you work and how was your experience? 
Yes I lived in London for 6 years and it was the best experience of my life. I worked with the same company 
the whole time but in different roles which was incredible because it gave a me a broad prospective of 
many different ways of working. It was also a great way to learn what my strengths and weaknesses are 
and what roles I enjoy doing. It also massively accelerated my career as I learnt so much about people, 
relationships and culture - stuff that is important in every job.  
 
Did you undertake any kind of additional training? E.g. A diploma or certificate at any point along the 
journey? 
Yes, I studied part time to become a qualified personal trainer, I also had the opportunity to go on lots of 
small training courses throughout my time in London to keep my skills relevant for the jobs I did.  
 
How did you find the jobs that you applied for? 
In NZ: Online - Seek.co.nz, trademe.co.nz and was headhunted from the gym on one occasion.  
In London: I got my foot in the door through my wonderful friend Dani who was just leaving London as I 
arrived. I was then able to move around the company through the contacts I made.  
 
If you could go back and change anything in Year13 what would you change? 
I have thought about this so many times in my career and the two biggest things I would change are: 
a) Take the time to sit down and really figure out what I enjoy doing, what I'm good at and what excites me 
career-wise. I would ask myself - if I could do any job in the world, what would it be and why?  
b) Take the time to research the wide range of jobs are available around the world and what skills and 
qualifications are needed for them. Talk to career counselors, parents, friends, everyone! Find out all the 
options available to make more of an informed decision for higher education.  I didn't do these and I regret 
it now - I think everyone owes it to themselves to take the time to figure out what makes them tick   
 
 
If you had any advice for a Year13 student what would that be? 



Don't be stressed out if you don't know exactly what you want to do in life now. When choosing a career 
path, think big and aim high, take all the time you need to figure out what you like then pick something 
that really excites you. Chances are your career won't work out exactly the way you planned, and this is a 
positive thing. If you've set yourself on a path you enjoy, you'll be able to better navigate the opportunities 
and growth and therefore enjoy a fulfilling career.  
 
Also, in life in general, not just career-wise, talk to people, take risks and open yourself up to opportunities. 
Some of the most amazing experiences in my life have happened just from going out on a limb, not caring 
what others think and throwing myself in the deep end.  
 
	
	


